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March 18: Honduran daily newspaper El Heraldo reported that in 1991 police confiscated a total 468
kg. of cocaine, a 27% increase over 1990. Thus far in 1992, police have confiscated 34 kg. of cocaine
and convicted 87 people on drug trafficking charges. Most drug trafficking activities last year took
place in southern Honduras, mainly in Pabentos de Valle and Choluteca, near the Salvadoran and
Nicaraguan borders. In addition, authorities seized 100 kg. of cocaine in Santa Barbara department,
which borders on Guatemala. March 19: According to a statement released by the Guatemalan
Presidency Ministry, in 1991 public security forces in joint operations with US Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) personnel seized 15.4 metric tons of cocaine, and destroyed a third of 1,721
ha. of poppy cultivated area in northwestern Guatemala. The statement quoted US Ambassador to
Guatemala Thomas Stroock as saying that the effectiveness of anti-drug trafficking efforts in Mexico
had resulted in increased use of Central America as a drug transshipment point en route to the US.
March 20: Costa Rican Interior Minister Luis Fishman told reporters that police seized 704 kg. of
cocaine, valued at US$20 million, from Colombian nationals in Cuajiniquil, Guanacaste department.
The seizure was part of a seven-week sting operation which has brought in a total of 1,200 kg. of the
narcotic. March 22: Guatemalan Treasury Police (Guardia de Hacienda) spokesperson Edin Linares
told reporters that 20 poppy fields, worth US$1.4 million, were destroyed in San Marcos department.
March 29: Guatemalan public security forces and DEA agents seized 975 kg. of cocaine, valued at
US$20 million, and arrested 13 people on drug trafficking charges. The 13 included former Treasury
Police officer Carlos Mazariegos and his spouse Margarita Reynoso. April 3: Guatemalan authorities
reported that investigators had established links between Colombia's Cali drug trafficking mafia
and eight of the individuals arrested March 29. April 7: Guatemalan Treasury Police spokesperson
Edin Linares told reporters that security forces seized US$6.6 million worth of cocaine from an
airplane after a crash landing at Finca Miralvalle, Alta Verapaz department. The flight was believed
to have originated in Colombia. Authorities also confiscated US$8 million worth of the drug at the
El Brinco plantation in Escuintla department. April 9: Guatemalan Judicial Police director Rafael
Angel Guillen reported that 10 people were arrested on drug trafficking charges. He said authorities
seized 275 kg. of cocaine, several high-caliber weapons and over US$100,000 in cash. DEA agents
in Miami arrested five Colombian nationals on related drug trafficking charges. Guillen said the
arrests were part of joint DEA-Central American sting operation aimed at countering the Colombian
Cali drug cartel's activity in the region. He indicated that investigations leading up to the operation
had been underway since July 1991. Costa Rican Interior Minister Fishman told reporters that he
sent a letter to Bob Martinez, head of the US Office of National Drug Control Policy, criticizing the
results of a recent drug summit in San Antonio, Texas (US) attended by the presidents of the US,
Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, Peru, and Venezuela. Fishman asserted that Washington's anti-
drug policies will not be effective until greater attention is focused on transit and storage locales.
Fishman said Costa Rican security forces seized nearly 1,200 kg. of cocaine, worth US$115 million,
during the first quarter of 1992. April 21: Guatemalan judicial system spokespersons reported that
a constitutional review tribunal had ratified a ruling by the Supreme Court of Justice granting the
US government's request for extradition of Arnoldo Vargas on drug trafficking charges. [Vargas,
mayor of Zacapas, was arrested in 1990 in possession of over US$50 million worth of cocaine. See
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CAU 01/31/91 and 03/06/92 for previous coverage.] The extradition order must now be approved
by President Jorge Serrano. If the president approves the order, Vargas would be the second
Guatemalan extradited to the US during the Serrano administration. May 3: In Changuinola, located
on the Panamanian-Costa Rican border, Costa Rican President Rafael Angel Calderon told reporters
that his government planned to install a new radar system to help control drug and arms trafficking
in the border area. May 5: The Guatemalan Treasury Police reported that since Jan. 1, public security
forces have confiscated or destroyed over US$70 million worth of illegal narcotics. Security forces
seized 1,257 kg. of cocaine, and eradicated over 4 million poppy plants and nearly 500,000 marijuana
plants. Most of the confiscations and crop eradication activities occurred in El Peten and San Marcos
departments. (Basic data from Agence France-Presse, 04/20/92; Notimex, 03/20/92, 05/03/92; Agencia
Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 03/18-20/92, 03/22/92, 03/29/92, 04/03/92,
04/06/92, 04/07/92, 04/09/92, 04/21/92, 05/05/92)
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